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Background
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▪ Ageing societies & healthcare access 

▪ Barriers to healthcare 

▪ Swiss healthcare system

▪ Forgone care in Switzerland?
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Case study

Inequities?



▪ Data from the cross-sectional surveys « The 
Commonwealth Fund’s International Health Policy 
Survey of Older Adults» in 2017, 2021, and 2024

▪ 6375 randomly selected participants aged 65+
o N17 = 2565 ; N21 = 1885 ; N24 = 1925

▪ 4 types of forgone care
o Insurance-covered health services

▪ (1) Drug prescriptions or skipping doses

▪ (2) Consultations

▪ (3) Tests, treatments, or follow-up

o (4) Dental care

o All 4 combined
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Methods



▪ Data from the cross-sectional surveys « The 
Commonwealth Fund’s International Health Policy 
Survey of Older Adults» in 2017, 2021, and 2024

▪ 6375 randomly selected participants aged 65+
o N17 = 2565 ; N21 = 1885 ; N24 = 1925

▪ Descriptive statistics
o Participant characteristics

o 4 types of forgone care

o Stratified analyses of forgone care across age, gender, and 
socio-economic positions

▪ Index of disparity
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Methods



6

▪ Stable characteristics 

over the years

o Women > men

o Most 65-79 years

▪ Household income 

mainly < 5000 CHF

Results
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Results

All care

20%
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13%

Dental care

13%
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Results

All forgone care in 2024

3x higher!

… and increasing



Take home messages

▪ Despite our compulsory insurance system, in 2024, one in 

five older adults reported forgoing care due to cost.

oHigher rates in men and people aged 65-79 years

o3x higher forgone care in lower income groups!

▪ Stable rates of forgone care, but…

o Increasing inequities by income!

▪ Inverse care law
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